
 

Keeping it Kiwi Questions  
Term 3 2020   

 
Year 5 & 6  

40 questions - 8 in each category 
 
We hope you enjoy learning about New Zealand for the Keeping 

it Kiwi fact-athon! 
 

Additional information in brackets and links to websites are for 
interest only and will not be included in the multiple choice 

answers. 
 

Keep talking about the answers with your friends and family and 
don’t forget to get sponsored. 

 
 
Please note: Answers have been contributed by families and students, they researched and we have attempted to be 

as accurate as possible, please excuse any errors.  
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What 
does the acronym 
ANZAC stand for? 

Who was the first 
Maori chief to sign 
the Treaty of 
Waitangi?

 

What event 
destroyed much of 
Napier in 1931? 
  

 

Who was the first 
European to map 
the coast of New 
Zealand? 

 

Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps 
NZ History 

Hōne Heke 
NZ History 

An earthquake 
(the city was rebuilt in Art 
Deco style)      ​NZ History 

Captain James Cook 
(in 1769-70, voyaging on the 
Endeavour)    ​NZ History 

In which decade did 
Auckland Harbour 
Bridge open for 
traffic? 

 

Which Polynesian 
explorer is credited 
with discovering the 
islands of New 
Zealand? 

 

When KTS was first 
built in 1926, what 
was its role? 
 

 

Who 
won the 
first 
Rugby 
World 
Cup, 
held in 
New 
Zealand 
in 1987? 

1950s 
NZ History 

Kupe 
NZ History 

A Model Country 
School ​(To help teachers learn 
how to teach in country schools) 

The All Blacks 
NZ History 
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What is the body of 
water between 
Auckland and the 
Coromandel 
Peninsula? 

 

Which city is further 
south, Queenstown 
or Dunedin? 
 

 

Which set of islands 
lie 800km east of the 
South Island? 

 

What is the name for 
Auckland in te reo? 
 
 

 

Hauraki Gulf 
Department of 
Conservation 

Dunedin  ​(at 45.8° S) 
(Queenstown is 45.03°) 

The Chatham Islands Tamaki Makaurau 

Which active volcano 
erupted in the Bay of 
Plenty in Dec 2019? 
 

 

Opononi on the 
Hokianga harbour is 
famous for a friendly 
local. What was it? 

 

Which sea does the 
Waikato flow into? 
 

 

Which 63km road 
links Turangi and 
Waiouru in the 
central north island? 
 

 

Whakaari / White Island 
Geonet.org 

A dolphin 
Te ara 

Tasman Sea (at Port 
Waikato) 
Waikato region  

Desert Road 
New Zealand Geographic 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/anzac-day/the-anzacs
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/treaty/signatory/1-4
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/hawkes-bay-earthquake-0
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/james-cook
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/the-auckland-harbour-bridge-is-officially-opened
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/encounters/polynesian-voyaging
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/the-1987-rugby-world-cup
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/hauraki-gulf-marine-park/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/auckland/hauraki-gulf-marine-park/
https://www.geonet.org.nz/about/volcano/whiteisland
https://teara.govt.nz/en/photograph/4700/the-story-of-opo
https://www.waikatoregion.govt.nz/environment/natural-resources/water/rivers/waikato-river/about-the-waikato-river/
https://www.nzgeo.com/stories/beyond-the-desert-road/


 

S 
C 
I 
E 
N 
C 
E 

 
E 
N 
V 
I 
R 
O 
N 
M 
E 
N 
T 

How many cones 
are there in the 
Auckland volcanic 
field? 
 

 

What New Zealand 
reptile has been 
around since the 
time of the 
dinosaurs? 

 

What is the Māori 
name for the North 
Island robin? 
 
 

 

Matariki is celebrated 
as the Maori New 
Year. What signals 
when the festival 
starts? 

48 cones 
Te ara 

Tuatara 
Dept of Conservation  

Toutouwai 
NZ birds online 

The rising of the matariki 
star cluster​  ​  ​Te Papa  

What type 
of New 
Zealand 
native tree 
is Tāne 
Mahuta? 

 

The wētāpunga is a 
giant weta, what 
does its name mean? 

 

Which tourist attraction 
by Rotorua was 
destroyed by the 
eruption of Mt 
Tarawera?  

 

Which native bird, 
considered extinct, 
was re-discovered by 
Geoffrey Orbell in 
1948? 

 

Kauri 
Doc - Waipoua forest 

God of the Ugly Things 
Department of conservation 

Pink & White Terraces 
Rotorua museum 

Takahe 
Department of conservation 
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Who is the current 
Mayor of Auckland? 

Which New 
Zealander is the CEO 
of Rocket Lab? 

 
 

Which artist is 
known for a work 
depicting Cheeky 
Charlie, the Four 
Square man? 
 

 

Who got the NZ 
public wearing red 
socks to support 
Team New Zealand 
in the America’s 
Cup? 

 

Phil Goff Peter Beck   ​Rocket lab Dick Frizzell Peter Blake     ​Te Ara 

In the year 2000 
Peter Snell was 
honoured with which 
award 
 

 

Who donated 
Cornwall Park to the 
people of Auckland 
in 1901? 

 
 

Who marched from 
Northland to 
Wellington to 
support Maori land 
rights in 1975? 

 

Who was New 
Zealand’s first 
Governor? 
Hint - there is a local maunga 
named after him 

 

New Zealand athlete of 
the century 

Sir John Logan 
Campbell 

Whina Cooper 
 

William Hobson 
 

https://teara.govt.nz/en/auckland-places/page-19
https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/native-animals/reptiles-and-frogs/tuatara/
http://nzbirdsonline.org.nz/species/north-island-robin
https://www.tepapa.govt.nz/discover-collections/read-watch-play/maori/matariki-maori-new-year/whare-tapere/matariki-star-facts
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/northland/places/waipoua-forest/things-to-do/tane-mahuta-walk/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/native-animals/invertebrates/weta/giant-weta-wetapunga/
https://www.rotoruamuseum.co.nz/visit-us/the-pink-white-terraces/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/nature/native-animals/birds/birds-a-z/takahe/
https://www.rocketlabusa.com/about-us/
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/6b1/blake-peter-james


Olympic.org.nz Cornwall Park NZ History NZ History 
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In which city would 
you find the 
University of 
Otago? 

 

If you were eating 
a koura what 
would it be? 

 

What is the name 
of the South Island 
in te reo?

 
 

 

Stan Walker won 
which TV compe- 
tition in 2009? 
 

 

Dunedin Crayfish Te Waiponamu 
Maori Dictionary 

Australian Idol 
N Z Herald 

Whose face is on a 
$50 note? 
 

 

This recipe book 
helps out many kiwis 
in the kitchen. 
What is its name? 
 
 

In Maori legend, 
Ranginui is the sky 
father,  
who is 
Papatuanuku? 

 
 

The Cake Tin is a 
building in 
Wellington.  What is 
it used for? 

 

Sir Apirana Ngata 
Te Ara 

The Edmonds 
Cookery Book 
Edmonds cooking website 

The earth mother 
Te Ara 

As a sports stadium. 

 
 
 

http://www.olympic.org.nz/athletes/peter-snell/
http://cornwallpark.co.nz/about
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/dame-whina-cooper
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/william-hobson
https://maoridictionary.co.nz/word/9065
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10611050
https://teara.govt.nz/en/coins-and-banknotes
https://edmondscooking.co.nz/recipes/
https://teara.govt.nz/en/ranginui-the-sky

